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Santa Barbara Declares Racism a Public

Health Crisis, Condemns Police Brutality
City Leaders Crafted Resolution with Healing Justice: Black Lives Matter
Santa Barbara
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Demonstrators march against police brutality (May 31, 2020) | Credit: Daniel Dreifuss

By Tyler Hayden

Wed Jun 24, 2020 | 10:50am

In partnership with Healing Justice: Black Lives Matter Santa Barbara, city leaders crafted a
resolution that declares racism a public health crisis and condemns police brutality. The City
Council unanimously adopted the resolution on Tuesday. “These are just words,” said

Councilmember Meagan Harmon. “We are the ones who must animate them. We have to
see that through with every single vote we take and every issue we hear before us.”

Get the top stories in your inbox by signing. up for our daily newsletter, Indy Today.
The full text follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA DECLARING RACISM
AS A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS AND CONDEMNING POLICE BRUTALITY
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To: Erika Herrera
Subject: Re: Public Comment Meeting Date: 07-14-2020 for Agenda Item 8.C
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 6:38:58 PM

**EXTERNAL SENDER - READ CAREFULLY **
You’re amazing! Thank you!

Sent from my 1Phone

On Jul 14, 2020, at 5:22 PM, Erika Herrera <Eherrera@fillmoreca.gov> wrote:

Public comment received.

Thank you,

Erika Herrera

Human Resources Director/Deputy City Clerk
City of Fillmore

250 Central Avenue

Fillmore, CA 93015

Phone: 805-946-1712

eherrera@FillmoreCA.gov
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Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 2:17 PM
To: Erika Herrera <Eherrera@fillmoreca.gov>
Subject: Public Comment Meeting Date: 07-14-2020 for Agenda ltem 8.C

**EXTERNAL SENDER - READ CAREFULLY**
Comment:

As a resident of our great, little, hardworking town of Fillmore, California, | respectfully
request the following:

1. Freeze any police budget increase for the upcoming fiscal year.

2. Creation of a city committee that will work toward dismantling racist systems and
processes throughout our City. Committee membership should reflect the city's
demographics, of course.

3. City Council members pledge to undergo anti-racist education for themselves so they



are able lead this city toward a more equitable future.

4. City Council members pledge to study anti-racist public policy and implement anti-
racist practices throughout Fillmore's city departments.

5. Update the city's entire website with current 2020 information for all city departments
so that citizens are able to attain uptodate information on their city's projects and
happenings.

6. Invest resources to create government-community partnership, community leadership,
small business growth, affordable housing, community arts and cultural institutions, safe
places to gather and play, mentorship programs, and vocational training.

7. Post a large Black Lives Matter banner across City Hall, to show our support to the
current racial justice movement.

8. Paint Black Lives Matter messaging on a highly visible street in the downtown Fillmore
area to show our support to the current racial justice movement.

It is the time for our City's leadership to shine and show off their true American values.
This country was founded on the quest for equality, life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. Everyone has a right to live out these values, no matter the color of their skin,
or where they were born. As a community, we need to face our own prejudices, our own
racist practices, our own white privilege, so that we can work to make these values true for
everyone who lives here. | will not support racist rhetoric or any excuses coming from our
City leadership who cannot see beyond white privilege or their racist mindset. | will not
support any city council members, city committee members, or city commission members
who will not move forward with embracing these American values for all. | pledge to work
to remove all members from Fillmore council and committees who refuse to address our
problems with race.

I love this town and really I'm excited for its future.
Thank you for your time.

Leticia Ortiz
Fillmore, CA 93015





